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INFOPACK 

Sport Diplomacy Academy 

 
Sport Diplomacy Academy project is legacy of recent First Bulgarian Presidency 

of the Council of the EU, which took place in the first half of 2018. The project 

will focus on the cooperation with Western Balkans as a logical follow up of all 

implemented activities under #EU2018BG priority: the EU perspective and 

connectivity of the Western Balkans, referring to the Sofia Declaration and Sofia 

Priority Agenda. Both European Union and Western Balkan partners should 

continue to invest efforts in strengthening the cooperation and good practices 

exchange, focused on democracy, security and fundamental rights.  
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The project will ensure the educational mobility of coaches and other staff of sport organizations (incl. 

volunteers) linked to professional and grassroots sport. The 4 modules of mobility, held in each one of the 

partners countries with the same group of participants from the project target group will improve their 

competences as well as their qualifications and acquire new skills through learning mobility and spending a 

period of time in a foreign country (in and outside of the EU). The learning mobility will be an investment in 

human capital and a contribution to the capacity building of sport organizations with clear focus on 

building a network of well-trained sport diplomats.  

 
Four partner organizations are involved in the project – Bulgarian sports development association – 

coordinator and initiator of the academy, Rijeka Sports Association, Croatia, the Italian sports organization 

"ENDAS" and BRAVO – a NGO from Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

 

Expected results of the Sport Diplomacy Academy: 

• 80 "diplomats in sport suits" (20 from each partner country) aimed at achieving European integration in 

the Western Balkan countries through sport;  

• National, regional and local dissemination events (involving at least 400 people) - multiplier effect of 

acquired skills and knowledge;  

• Platform for the development of sport in the Western Balkans - a practical tool for EU resources and 

values in the field of sport, with a focus on sports diplomacy and good governance in sport.  

Learning objectives of the #SportDiplomacyAcademy are: 

After the implementation of the project mobility, each of the partner countries will have at least 20 well-

trained diplomats in sport suits, with practical skills and knowledge in the field of sports diplomacy 

(political dialogue and international relations, campaigning, successful verbal and non-verbal 

communication, public speaking, media, protocol and etiquette, EU foreign policy and values). The network 

that the project will create (4 countries with 20 participants from each country) will focus on supporting 

and developing the integration of the Western Balkans in the field of sport and will be a quality provider of 

EU values in the local environment. 
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The profile of the participants: 

• Sport leaders; Sport coaches; Sport administrators; Students in sport sciences Active young people, 

involved in sport. 

• Be motivated to develop their competencies in #SportDiplomacy; 

• Already have experience in working in sport field; 

• Be able to act as a multiplier in our local community, ensuring the snowfall effect; 

• Be committed to attend for the full duration of the Sport Diplomacy Academy – 4 modules in the 

period 2019-2020; 

• Able to speak in English, basic level of language knowledge is required in order that the participant 

feels comfortable during the event. 

N.B. The mentioned action DO NOT involves athletes and mobility of athletes is not possible.  

N.B. Participation is all 4 Modules are obligatory.  

 

Participants needs, connected to the topic: 

- Ability to gain new knowledge and skills in promotion of #SportDiplomacy principles; 

- New tools and practices to use in their work in sport field, related to # SportDiplomacy; 

- Exchange practices and ideas with sport experts from other countries. 

 

Accommodation & Travel:  

All selected participants will receive concrete info-pack for each of the Modules. Sport Diplomacy Academy 

is co-funded by the European Union and covers the most economical way of accommodation, travel costs, 

subsistence and working materials of selected participants.  

 

Funders: 

With the support of the European Union. 

 

Application form for participants:  

https://goo.gl/forms/OYaHl228eQEOZJni2 

Deadline for applications:  

28/02/2019 
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Modules location and information: 

Module Topics Location Period 

Module 1 Sport diplomacy, EU foreign policy, EU values, 

political dialogue and international relations. 

Country: Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

City: Sarajevo 

15.07 - 21.07.2019 

Module 2 Summary and Feedback of Module 1, analysis of 

local events, Good governance in the field of 

sport.  

Country: Bulgaria 

City: Sofia 

14.10-20.10.2019 

Module 3 Summary and feedback of module 2, local event 

analysis, campaign management, successful 

communication (verbal and nonverbal), public 

speaking, protocol and label.  

Country: Croatia 

City: Rijeka  

last week of April 

2020 

Module 4 Summary and feedback of Module 3, analysis of 

local events, Working with the media, Working 

with specific target groups, Sport diplomacy for 

development, How to apply the knowledge we 

have accumulated.  

Country: Italy 

City: Rome 

Second half of July 

2020 

 

 

 


